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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 , 3-5, 7, 9-1 1 are presented for consideration 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-5, 7, 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Rabe et al. [ US Patent No 7,506,040 ]. 

3. As per claim 1 , Rabe discloses the invention as claimed including a method for 
generating a network zone plan [ the SAN management system may provide 
administrators or other users the ability to view complex SAN topologies, gather real- 
time information about SAN objects, and support zoning and LUN security ] [ Figure 5; 
col 12, lines 44-49; and col 13, lines 13-15 ], comprising: 

collecting connectivity information using a plurality of software agents in every 
principal switch and host for devices in a storage network [ i.e. the SAN management 
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system may automatically monitor switch and storage resources; and explorer may use 
a different method to discover information about objects on the SAN; sequence 530 
may determine which explorers to use to collect information from the SAN components; 
and explorers may be categories into switch explorers, disk array explorers, and HBA 
explorers ] [ Figure 4; col 8, lines 60-63; col 12, lines 31-43; and col 17, lines 55-61 ]; 

reporting by the software agents the configuration data to a configuration 
database; reporting by the software agents the storage configuration of the host to a 
storage subsystem [ i.e. explorers collect information from different SAN components 
and store in database ] [ col 12, lines 20-30; col 16, lines 17-34; and col 18, lines 4-col 
19, lines 28 ]; and 

performing an analysis on the collected information to infer relationships between 
the devices [ i.e. acquisition and correlation of different topological data from the 
heterogeneous network; discovering objects and the relationship of these objects to 
each other] [ col 7, lines 15-23; col 12, lines 25-30; and col 13, lines 56-67 ]; 

whereby the zone plan generator adds storage devices to existing zones or 
allocates a new zone plan based on user generated zone policies [ i.e. zones and their 
member objects may be defined in zoning tables; and a system administrator may send 
instructions to controller via SAN manager to zone a storage device to a particular host ] 
[ col 1 2, lines 1 0-1 8; col 31 , lines 29-59; and col 32, lines 38-col 33, lines 11]. 

4. As per claim 3, Rabe discloses wherein the zone plan dictates visibility of devices 
in the zone instead restricting within or between the zones [ i.e. a zone is a set of 
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objects within a SAN fabric that can access one another ] [ col 31 , lines 29-col 32, lines 
37]. 

5. As per claim 4, Rabe discloses wherein size of the zone is an attribute specified 
by the system administrator [ i.e. zones and their member objects ] [ col 31 , lines 39-51 
]■ 

6. As per claim 5, Rabe discloses wherein the storage relationship and network 
path connectivity between host and storage subsystem are done by correlating the 
information and by appropriate topological search [ i.e. acquisition and correlation of 
different topological data from the heterogeneous network; discovering objects and the 
relationship of these objects to each other] [ col 7, lines 15-23; col 12, lines 25-30; and 
col 13, lines 56-67]. 

7. As per claim 7, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 1 . 
Furthermore, Rabe discloses a set of instruction codes for identifying policies to be 
utilized in generating a zone plan of the network [ Figurs 18-20; and col 35, lines 6-col 
39, lines 34 ]. 

8. As per claim 9, Rabe discloses wherein the data is collected from all devices in 
the SAN periodically or when a physical change in the configuration occurs [ col 16, 
lines 13-16 ]. 
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9. As per claim 1 0, Rabe discloses wherein the port-to-port connectivity's of the 
storage area network is inferred from the graph structure obtained as a result of the 
analysis [ Figure 23; col 14, lines 64-col 15, lines 13; and col 18, lines 13-16 ]. 

1 0. As per claim 1 1 , Rabe discloses wherein the granularity, devices, size, and type 
are the attributes used to generate zone policy [ i.e. standard set of attributes for each 
type of object] [col 17, lines 55-col 19, lines 28]. 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-5, 7, 9-1 1 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dustin Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3971 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/DUSTIN NGUYEN/ 
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